Commerce of the Prairies

EXCERPT (Preface): IN adding another to the list of works which have already been
published, appearing to bear more or less directly upon the subject matter of these volumes, I
am aware that my labors make their appeal to the public under serious disadvantages. Topics
which have occupied the pens of Irving and Murray and Hoffman, and more recently, of
Kendall, the graphic historiographer of the â€œTexan Santa Fe Expedition, may fairly be
supposed to have been so entirely exhausted, that the entrance of a new writer in the lists,
whose name is wholly unknown to the republic of letters, and whose pretensions are so
humble as mine, may be looked upon as an act of literary hardihood, for which there was
neither occasion nor excuse. In view of this â€˜foregone conclusion,â€™ I trust I may be
pardoned for prefacing my literary offering with a few words in its justification , â€” which
will afford me an occasion to explain the circumstances that first led to my acquaintance with
life upon the Prairies and in Northern Mexico. For some months preceding the year 1831,
my health had been gradually declining under a complication of chronic diseases, which defied
every plan of treatment that the sagacity and science of my medical friends could devise. This
morbid condition of my system, which originated in the familiar miseries of dyspepsia and its
kindred infirmities, had finally reduced me to such a state, that, for nearly a twelvemonth, I
was not only disqualified for any systematic industry, but so debilitated as rarely to be able to
extend my walks beyond the narrow precincts of my chamber. In this hopeless condition, my
physicians advised me to take a trip across the Prairies, and, in the change of air and habits
which such an adventure would involve, to seek that health which their science had failed to
bestow. I accepted their suggestion, and, without hesitation, proceeded at once to make the
necessary preparations for joining one of those spring Caravans which were annually starting
from the United States, for Santa Fe. The effects of this journey were in the first place to
re-establish my health, and, in the second, to beget a passion for Prairie life which I never
expect to survive. At the conclusion of the season which followed my first trip, I became
interested as a proprietor in the Santa Fe Trade, and continued to be so, to a greater or less
extent, for the eight succeeding years. During the whole of the above periods I crossed the
Prairies eight different times ; and, with the exception of the time thus spent in travelling to
and fro, the greater part of the nine years of which I speak, were passed in Northern Mexico.
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Not even an attempt has before been made to present any full account of the origin of the
Santa Fe Trade and modes of conducting it; nor of the early history and. Commerce of the
Prairies v2,Or, The Journal of a Santa Fe Trader during Eight Expeditions across the the great
western prairies, and a residence of nearly nine . Commerce of the prairies:or, the journal of a
Santa Fe trader, during eight expeditions across the great western prairies, and a residence of
nearly nine years in. p. of original edition: Commerce of the prairies: or, The journal of a Santa
Fe trader, during eight expeditions across the great western prairies, and a residence. Josiah
Gregg (19 July â€“ 25 February ) was a merchant, explorer, naturalist, and author of
Commerce of the Prairies about the American Southwest .
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