School Reading By Year (Classic Reprint)

The chief purpose of this volume, as of the others in the series, is to help the pupil learn to
read; and to this object everything else is subservient. Bearing in mind the fact that only those
children who like to read ever become good readers, the author has endeavored so to construct
and arrange the several lessons as to make each reading exercise a source of pleasure to all.
The successive stories, poems, and other pieces have been chosen so as to present a varied
succession of thoughts and images pleasing to the child thus stimulating bis interest from day
to day, arousing his curiosity, directing his imagination, and adding to his store of knowledge.
The gradation is as nearly perfect as possible, each lesson being but a little more difficult than
that which precedes it. All new words that would be likely to offer the slightest difficulties to
the learner are printed in the word lists at the beginning of the selection. Since each recitation
must necessarily be short, all the longer pieces have been divided into parts each part being
sufficient in most cases for one lesson. This method obviates the objection usually made to
long selections in books of this grade, and makes it possible to present in complete form
several adaptations of productions that are by common consent recognized as classical. The
constant trend of the. lessons in all the volumes in this series is towards leading the learner, as
soon as he is prepared for it, to a knowledge and appreciation of the best things in the
permanent literature of the world. The illustrations are more numerous than in any other book
of its class, and are the work of the best artists. They are not merely pictures inserted for the
purpose of ornament ;but are intended to be valuable aids towards making the reading exercise
enjoyable and instructive. Some will assist the childs understanding; some will excite
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