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History of England from the fall of Wolsey to the defeat of the Spanish A rmada, I had
intended to pursue the story of the sixteenth century, and to write the lives of Charles the Fifth
and Philip the Second. To them had fallen the task of confronting the storm which had broken
over the rest of Europe. The opening of the Archives of Spain, Paris, and Vienna had for the
first time made it possible to see the position in which they found themselves, to understand
their characters and to weigh impartially their conduct in a situation so extraordinary. My own
partial researches had already shown me that the prevailing opinions about these two princes
required wide correction, and I thought that I could not better employ the remainder of my life
than on an enquiry so profoundly interesting. To regard the Emperor, to regard Philip merely
as reactionary bigots, is as unjust as it is uninstructive.(Typographical errors above are due to
OCR software and dont occur in the book.)About the Publisher Forgotten Books is a publisher
of historical writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics, Science, Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books Classic Reprint Series utilizes the latest technology to regenerate
facsimiles of historically important writings. Careful attention has been made to accurately
preserve the original format of each page whilst digitally enhancing the aged text. Read books
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