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of the bubbling shallowness of the life about him, and a thought, grave as an eye dwelling on
blood, of sinister things below it. I may stay another day or two, he said, if I can be of any
earthly service. Madame dAuffray bowed as to a friendly decision on his part, saying, It would
be a thousand pities to disappoint M. Roland; and it will be offering my brother an amicable
chance. I will send him word that you await him; at least, that you defer your departure as long
as possible. Ah! now you perceive, M. Beauchamp, now you have become aware of our purely
infantile plan to bring you over to us, how very ostensible a punishment it would be were you
to remain so short a period. Having no designs, he was neither dupe nor sceptic; but he felt
oddly entangled, and the dream of his holiday had fled like mornings beams, as a
self-deception will at a very gentle shaking. CHAPTER XXV THE ADVENTURE OF THE
BOAT Madame Dauffray passed Renee, whispering on her way to take her seat at the
breakfast-table. Renee did not condescend to whisper. Roland will be glad, she said aloud. Her
low eyelids challenged Beauchamp for a look of indifference. There was more for her to
unbosom than Madame dAuffray had revealed, but the comparative innocence of her position
in this new light prompted her to meet him defiantly, if he chose to feel injured. He was
attracted by a happy contrast of colour between her dress and complexion, together with a
cavalierly charm in the sullen brows she lifted; and seeing the reverse of a look of indifference
on his face, after what he had heard of her frivolousness, she had a fear that it existed. Are we
not to have M. dHenriel to-day? he amuses me, the baronne dOrbec remarked. If he would
learn that he was fashioned for that purpose! exclaimed little M. Ldvr...
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